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Jinji aud his assumption of the i-oyal title. The news of
Rajaram's safety and the establishment of the monarchy
oave fresh vigour to Ramchandra Bavdekar and those who
with him were loyally struggling in Maharashtra for tho
royal cause. Ramchandra had loss difficulty in collecting1
revenue and in obtaining supplies. His chief task now
was the reorganisation of the Maratha army. Its head-
quarters were partly at Jinji and partly in the Deccan.
But the country between was overrun by Hindu soldier*
of nil castes, deserters from Sambhaji, troopers discharged
from the imperial service or the remnants of the old
armies oi Bijapur and Golconda. They caused some losses
to the Moghuls but far greater losses to the peasantry, and
by plundering the countryside in the name of the Maratha
king were making the name of the Marathas hateful all
over southern India. The most prominent of the free-
booters were two brothers Babaji and Rupaji Bhosle.
They had once been captains in Shivaji's service but had
turned marauders and they harried the Moghul posts with
merciless perseverance. Aw they and their followers
carried no weapons but spears, the word "Bhalerai" or
spear rule came into use to designate tho depredations of
"freelances", Ramchandra Bavdekar managed to attach
the two brothers to the royal cause. Other bandits were
hunted down by Santaji Ghorpade, who gave them the,
choice of death or enrolment in Rajaram's army.

The emperor halted for a time between two opinions,
namely, whether ho should remain in the Deccan until
he had conquered fort by fort, or whether he should
follow Rajaram to Jinji. The wisest course would probably
have been at once to besiege Jinji, But had he done so,
the whole Deccan would again have burst into flame. On
the other hand, if he left Rajaram alone in Jinji, the king
would soon conquer the whole rich eastern seaboard and
make Jinji an impregnable stronghold. The choice was
a difficult one. The emperor in the end decided to continue
the subjugation of the Deccau, but at the same time to